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And let the Witneſſe of God in all con- 
3 ſciences be judge 1 in this matter, 


Firſt, 9 E it known tinto you u all, that I with man 
\ | more of the people of God (called Hear?) 
| 5 not here upon the Fact of Fele, of 
| F or Whtredom, or Drunkenneſſe, or for Swe 
Ke. but for the freedom of gur conſcience iu 
; ing to Swear gaccordinig to Chrifts Doctrine: and now whet 2 5 
„ere gitilty or not guilty in this matter af the breach of '# 
| > righteous Law, and ſo deſerving impriſonment or bonds, let 
the_Witaeſlc of God in the conſcience be judge even in this 
morter. 
ain, be it known unto you all, that I with than woe 7 
of the People of God before mentioned; did never A, Ploh © 
er Agitate »y{cbief againſt the KING, or any 2 ; 
within his Dominion; but me are praceable men, I 15 
ſire arid Fequire our Juſt Freedom in the Nation of dn hate the + 
vity, and alſo rhe nee our Cconfeienens cowards Pony 6 
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without tion, an fe for to be Srefervedi in peace, as we 
5 — — of the 58870 We in 29 ſeveral 25 
des STD d £ ne iy 
* „ un 
oy 44779 EE . A to prot and. want, if God — z 
a ſpecial care _ them? And ang . = r our per- 
ſecutors are gail of fin and wick od (in this 
A his e in. the ink ven in this 
2 cauſe. 

* is well known (to almoſt all) that the KING 
before his coming: into Keglaud, whilſt he wat yet at Breda, 
that ha gave forth a Declaration there, promiſing free liberty to 

tender conſciences in matters df - Religion, 8c. provided they live 

2 2 in the Kin a and this Declaration is revived lince 

coming to ale. But ſurely-this is made of none 

— for we can ple ead guilcleſs, both before God, Angels 

ade, F. n we have not foxſeited our liberty therein men- 

by any Act, Plot or —— aga inſt the KING, or 

— other Perſon. within the mot of England y/ yet ne- 

vertheleſs let the Goals in Ene lena teſtiſie hat heaps are caſt 

into them, and what: havock is wade of the Innocent that 

make conſcience of an gh Aud indeed it is true befides all 

(before mentioned) in the Declaration pro gberty, 

t W As word of a King, even from his own Nd, that 

d not ſuffer forthe exerciſe of our conſeiences in mat- 

cet ab Religion, Cc. But alas, alas, hat doth this word avail* 

. „ Whilſt che cude multitude are ter looſe upon us, 75 
* eee it may be truly (aid, Gad were xt ox our ſide, 

45 . u xp through their unſat iable defires, Oa. 

s may be raken up as a la mentation over England at this: 


* e hen Rulecs ſhould make no wore conſcience of their 
4 * 1 — ſurely gat hereof cannot hut 
henry +. conſcĩences: ſo let che wieneſs of 
EY alin lenſes uu and judge for us in this matter. 
1 yl 2 lingring r we are 
a /. 9 1 — in by heaps toget and through 


room, they are much thronge toperher,both 


ks. A 
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in this Gon) — ery «tid 2 
und tic 4 all orf rence, re th 

7 4 rr ic eld t Wo 
much more abounds And alas; what commiſeration there M 


"cy (as it _ turned into cruelty, even towards them that Ry 
never deferve 


is as 4 briar, and the moſt uprigbt as « thorn beuge, Mic. 7. 
be awakened to plead our innocent cauſe l aud this is 


Dominion of Gods righreoius, holy Spirit, then afl 2 
Ember thei? . '4 
people, and to deſtrey bis enemies: but if he will not take ven- 


wich himſelf, nd one with another, out of che e 
ofks of 
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coticinged iti fuck rait neſd,; 


the hearts of men in Authority towards us;d0 we not fer met - 


wrath at their hands? and may we not her 


in truth conclude with the Prophet of old; that the beſt of 


On 
that the witnefs of God n our enemies and perſecatt might: | 
t 


which we wait for, and ſuffer in patience to ſee, even the |» 
wicked ſmitten and wounded in their own hearts, that their 
wickedneſs, crueky and 1 may cothe to an end; 
and Truth, and Equity md Righteouſneſs to be exalted, even 
eo be rule in the hearts of both Kings and Princes: Then, 
O then rejoyce ye that love righteoninefſe, when oug L 
and — bay. og in in the Kingdoms of men; 
Oh bleffed day ſhall that be called, when Kings reign in che 


the meek of the cart free dom, and he that is 
« peaceable man (hall have the praiſe, and che terrdurſhall be to 
the evil doer, which never ſhall be cenuwned. O tink down 
fink down to Gods witneſs in your own hearts, which will 
bring you into a ſence of your own conditions, and alfs 
break the bonds of oppreſſion. Oh let not the cry of the o 
preſſed be alwayes #gainft you, for our God is mi to eve bh 


eance, we [hall freely forgive them; for che Lord our God 

#6 given us of his Spirit, to bear che conttadiction of ſin- 
ners, yes all their hard fpeeches and crueltiet, and to ſaffer 
long in patience, until che meafure of their iniquity be ful 
finiſhed. And hereby know we, that we are of God, berau 
he has given us of his Spirit, which leads into unity and peace 


malice, hatred, revenge and perſecurion,which are a | 
darkneſs, and brought forth by rhe children of darknefſe; for 
we know ſach as live in theſe t inf are not led by Chriſts ſpi- ; 
rit, & ſo are none of his, but againſt him in the enmity; no tiue % 
| A 2 Ghriftiang ©» 


2 e 


tranſgreſſion of the pure Law written in the heart, theſe art 
ſhut out of Gods Kingdom, whatever their — 


wicked:and envious ones, 
and murderers, [wearers and liars, and all chat 


== 


names, and words, and fair profeſſions in — 2 
eannot adminiſtef᷑ am entrante into the everlaſtin mA "= 
.of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. - Therefore now come tochat 
is more <xcellent. and — with Gods, even the f 
38 artt, thereby to be led out of fin, a Fora | 
dall — works of darkneſſe, out of wrath, 
— — ecution, and oppreſſion; for the Light and s 
of the Lord leads out of theſe things, into truth and ri 
quſnefle, mecknefle and 3 into unity and — 
God, and ons with anot and theſe are the true Chriſtii- 
ans that are thus led, and thus purified from uncleanneſſe, by  * 
the Spirit and power of Qod in the im ard parts; and here's 
| - true worſhip of God ia the Spirit, and here have the children 
light chat i in the ligbt, fellow ſip xrith God, andione =» 
— — in the light, and in the Spurit z and unto'ebls 3 
muſt the gathering of the Nations be, for ail the Nations 2 
that are ſaved, muſt wall. in the light of the Lord, which les 2 
of che ſeparation, untleanneſſe, and deeds of par — 
brings bagk again unto God, into the nem and everlaſting 
Covenant; and here is the new and Living ways enen 
reptat ĩon with God 3s found... r 
And now to conclude, This doth the Lord requireſednl vou 
all, grieve not his Spirit, provoke him not to wrath byperſe- 
cuting of bis Servancs, do them no harm, they are as -dearito 
him. as the a 8 his eye; therefore oh cake let not the e 9 
uilt of theſe things lie upon your Conſcien ee for we teſti- 1 
e of a truth, whether you will | hear cr forbear, that our) God 
will viſit for theſe things 3 and behold, this 1 rhe crying ſin that 
draws down Gods judge ment u le, as in the dayes 08 
af qld, wal it gor ſo with ne cps pe lizedin pride and. 
fulnfle of bread ? This God ſuffered —4 but when they * 
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-- temedri Lot, this brought his long-ſuffering to an 
end, and from heaven was revealed — chem; 
und This was an example for all that the mig after, living 


* 


in their ungodly con verſation that they might take warning 
> "revelation of the righteous judge ment of God. - Oh chat men 
would conſider of the things which belong unto their peace, 
before the decree of God be ſealed againſt chem unto eternal 


eondemast ion. ul i. | 
And as for us; who are at this day rene peopleyfor 
Ri ſſe ſake, for che Name of Chriſt, we ha ve received 


the Teſlimony of his Eternal Spirit, that wrath is not in bim #- 
_ gainſt us, * he may ſuffer the enemy to exerciſe eruelty 
upon us for a ſeaſon, yet behold che Lot of our inheritance 
ſnall not be alwaies here: Ibeſefere lock above 4 theſe things, ye 
' .children' of the Light, ye Sons of Stons King, and Daughters — 
— which ſhall be gloriouſly ſcituated, -even upon the H 
ain, where none ſhall make afraid, and the glory of the Lis 
ſhall be upon bis People, and with bis Righteouſneſſe as with a garment 
ſhall they be covered. Oh the infiniteneſſe of that invifible glo- 
ry and eterual inheritance of ebe'Saines, which no mortal eye 
5 can behold! Yet great things hath God revealed unto us by 
dais Spirit, and hehith ſealed us for his own; Therefore let all 
5 the Saints rejoyce iu heart, and bleſſe, and praiſe, and magni- 
fie his Name, wlio lives for ever. 
Aud whatif the wicked will be wicked ſtill, and che unrigh- 
2 teous hate to be reformed, let us leave them to the execution of 
1 the eternal judgement from the Lord our God; yet as we ace 
. moved in tender love to their ſouls, let us warn them co brei 
9 forch fruits meet for Repentance; and ſuch as reje& our — 
: ſage, which. is the meſſage of the Lord, their bloud be upon 


tation ſhall be taken up by them, How beve we hated injtru@ion 
aud deſ;iſed thedey of healing I 


their own heads; and the day cometh, when this wofull la | 
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Here ſollaveib ſents exartples of Gods ri biens judgement who hs 
i Phat perſecuted his Þrople in formen gener ioo. 


4 Ain that old Perſecytor about Religion, was baniſhed 
and termed £ — — aud a vagebond in the tarth, be- 
cauſe of his perſecutiug of his brother about Rxligi- 
on; ſor Ca envied and flew bis brother, and wheres - 
fore wos it ? becauſe bis brothers ſacrifice way accepced, and 
his wos not. Ag As 
| And read the 29th chapter of Geneſis, and ſee and take no» | 
cice what became of the perſecuting Sodomites,who beſet Lu. 
howſe where the Servants of God were, and demanded them 
out of his houſe, for to do unto them even as: their wick - 
ed hearts were bent; but the Angel of God ſmore theſe per- 
ſecuton with blindneſſe, verſ. 12. and moreover the Anget 
ſaid unto Lt, Take thy Wife end thy Daughters cc. and go foreh + 
of the City, for the wickedneſſe thereof is full, and it ſhall be deftroy- 
ed: and Lot did accordingly; and Gods judgemenc was e- 
4 vealed from heaven in flames of fare upon che Fodomites, ven. » 
25 25. ; ' 
And confider King Fharach, that great perſecutor and 
preſſor of Gods people, how God — him, and bel 
of mighty men, becauſe of their grievous oppreſſion of the feet 
that God had chofen and blefled ; therefore was Pherazdb und 
bs mighty men plagued ſeven times, and at laſt an utter des (| 
ſtruction came upon them, and Pharerh and his hoſt. wick ath 
the Egyptians were drowned in the Red ſea, Exod.14.27, 
Aud corifider what became of enivagns Haun, who prepa-! - 


| red a gallows for Mordecaigzamho was more righteous then him 

N ſelf. And Haman incenſe. the K ing againſt Moruerai und rhe 
Jews, and gained an order to dettroy the Fews chroughour all 
his dominion; but the God of heaven gave not licenſe to this, 
but confounded their confpiracies, arid turned their derer- 
migationbackward and Hewes was bangrd-upon:che gallows: | 
which he built for Merdecai, Arb. g. ia. And thus Gods judge- 
ment was revealed upon him, and them that perſecuced thoſe 
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da eProp: che Jew Goare: be "oY 
| omg ecut 
becauſe th judgemenc upon them: Propbets, and juſt 3 
aGoc ſent e, ther efore Gods wrath was 
d againſt them, andthe — written in the Book 
deſt rut ion upon · deſtruction, they + ag 
of their ——ů 2 were captives in a 
was deſt royed, and deſolation came upon 
anda vie of woe, and miſery, and great la- 
heard in all their borders; and chi people God 
if by his Prophets and Servants (us this generation 
= ) before his irrevocable decree came xp —_ 0 
| id take = of Gods Heekds for 
notice ement _ 5 
and murthering of on le of God, read s. 
999 the Angel ef Gad ſmote bim, and be was 
eaten up of worms. This hapned — a aud King, 4d. 
10523. 
-..Thele examples of Gods judge ent may 1 to warn this 
generation, least by their perſecucing wat age + 5p they draw- 
down the ſame judgements upon themz:for this is that 
fin which fills up the meaſure of iniquity, and pron 2 
* hone} ju — _ n a rebellious people. Pharaob 
a and che: [a bad a day of vafication, before 
pa ne came ame upon he = Gods love was not regarded 
| roke forth upon them: And now England - 
hath a ; om or a little time before Gods judgment be reveald 
i „ eee his enemies, except they repent: 


| The as. of the 12. month, 1660 In Newgate, Jobn Higgins. 
which hath been often termed a Den of | 
Thieves, but may be called nom an 1 
Houſe of Prayer. ö 
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